
Mark L. Donald is one of the highest-decorated Afghan and Iraqi war veterans.
Born in Albuquerque, New Mexico, the son of a retired U.S. Army Warrant Officer
and a Mexican mother, Mark grew up appreciating the value of ethnic diversity.
Inspired by his parent’s ideal of “service for others before self,” a desire to escape
the difficulties at home, and an undying patriotic fervor, Mark enlisted in the
United States Marine Corps at the age of 17. During his training as a Force
Reconnaissance Marine, Mark discovered a personal calling to medicine. By the
end of year he would don a Navy uniform, and for nearly a quarter of century
afterwards Mark served as a Hospital Corpsman, Navy SEAL, and physician
assistant. He was awarded the Navy Cross, the highest medal awarded by the
Department of the Navy, for extraordinary heroism while engaged in enemy action
against Al Qaeda fighters in southern Afghanistan.  Following his retirement, Mark
has worked to help a number of not-for-profit organizations supporting the
military, and veteran and wounded causes, while completing his book Battle
Ready: Memoir of a SEAL Warrior Medic. In addition to public speaking and
business consulting, Mark is committed to projects that positively affect the youth
of America.
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