
Edna Adan was born in Hargeisa, the daughter of a prominent Somali medical
doctor and was trained as a nurse in the United Kingdom at the Borough
Polytechnic, now London South Bank University. She married Muhammad Haji
Ibrahim Egal, a Somali politician who was elected Prime Minister of Somalia in
1967.
In 1980 Edna Adan started building a hospital in Mogadishu, Somalia. However, due
to the beginning of Somali Civil war she was forced to leave the country before it
was completed.
She was the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Nursing Adviser during
1986. From 1987 to 1991, she was the Regional Technical Officer for Mother and
Child Health. In this role, she was responsible for working to end harmful
traditional practices which affect the health of women and children (such as
female genital mutilation), and for training midwives and traditional birth
attendants in the 22 countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region of the WHO.
Afterwards, she was the representative of the WHO in Djibouti between 1991 and
1997.
In 2002, on land donated to her by the regional government on a site formerly
used as a garbage dump, she officially opened The Edna Adan Maternity Hospital.
The region lacked trained nurses to staff the hospital so Edna recruited more than
30 candidates and began training them in 2000 while the hospital was still under
construction. The hospital now has two operating theatres, a laboratory, a library,
a computer center and a complete wing dedicated to training nurses and
midwives.
Edna Adan Ismail was the only woman minister in the Somaliland government until
July 2006, when she was replaced as Foreign Minister by former Minister of
Information and National Guidance Abdillahi Mohamed Dualeh.In recog...
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