
General Martin E. Dempsey recently retired after 41 years of military service. 
During his time in the Army, he commanded a Cavalry Troop, a Tank Battalion, a
Cavalry Regiment, a Tank Division, and United States Central Command where he
was responsible for securing U.S. interests in the Middle East and South Asia. He
served in both Operation Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom accumulating
42 months in combat.
General Dempsey is a 1974 graduate of West Point and has Master’s Degrees from
Duke in Literature, from the Army Command & General Staff College in Military
Science, and from the National War College in National Security Strategy. He also
has an Honorary Doctorate Degree in Law from Notre Dame University. 
His military awards include the Bronze Star with valor device, the Defense
Distinguished Service Medal, and Distinguished Service Medals from the Army,
Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard as well as awards from other Departments in the
United States Government including the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence, the Central Intelligence Agency, and the National Security Agency.
He has received awards from many of our allies including France, Germany, Italy,
Poland, Croatia, Israel, Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Singapore. 
In the past five years he served as the Chief of Staff of the United States Army and
then as the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. As Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff he was the senior officer in the Armed Forces and the military advisor to
the Secretary of Defense and to the President. 
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