
Elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in January 1989, Johnny Bench is
undoubtedly the greatest catcher ever as stated by the Sporting News in late 1998,
in which Johnny was named the 16th greatest player of all time - His successes
include National League Rookie of the Year (1968), National League Most Valuable
Players (1970 & 1972), World Series MVP (1976), 14-time All-Star, and 10 Gold
Gloves. In 1980, Bench set an endurance record by catching 100 or more games for
13 consecutive seasons. Then, in 1999 Johnny received baseball's esteemed honor
of selection to the All Century Team on October 24.
Over the years, Johnny has maintained a sense of balance by using his celebrity
status to aid such worthy causes as the Heart Association, the American Cancer
Society (as past National Chairman of Athletes vs. Cancer), the Kidney
Foundation, Franciscan Sisters of Poor Health System, the American Lung
Association, and the 'Catch the Cure' program of the Children's Hospital of
Cincinnati. He also supports the Cincinnati Symphony, and the Museum of Science
and Industry in addition to the Johnny Bench Scholarship Fund, which provides
funds for students to attend college in the Cincinnati area.
Johnny has also spent quite some time in entertainment, logging thousands of
hours in personal appearance on television networks such as ESPN, and Fox Sports
in addition to participating in events such as touring with Bob Hope's Christmas
Shows, and visiting troops in the Far East during Desert Storm. He has also sung
with the Cincinnati Pops, authored books, and was the host of the Emmy-Award-
winning instructional show, The Baseball Bunch.
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